[Epidemiology of femoral neck fractures in Puglia (Italy): an analysis of existing data].
The aim of this study was to describe the epidemiology of femoral neck fractures in Puglia (Italy) by analysing hospital discharge records from 1998 to 2005 and mortality data from 1998 to 2003. In total, 41,354 admissions for femoral neck fractures were recorded, 75% of which in females. The mean age of patients was 78 years (73 in males, 79 in females). Approximately 70% of patients below 50 years of age were male, while above age 50, only 23% of patients were male. Yearly admission rates increased from 1998 to 2005. Mortality records recorded 1,031 deaths due to femoral neck fracture with a decreasing trend in mortality rates in the years considered. Fractures in males were most commonly associated with work related accidents and motor vehicle accidents. In females most fractures were related to home accidents. These results may be used to guide prevention strategies.